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LETTER FROM PRESIDENT B. YOUNG. 


G. 8. L. City, Oet. ist, 1853. 
Deak BROTHER, 


Your letter of June 6th. arrived duly, and I was extreme ti- 
fied to learn of your welfare and success, and thank the or the 
blessings that have attended your labors, and the labors of your fel- 
low-servants in the Gospel in that distant region. | 

been 


The Missionaries to are on their way home, not‘ha 

able to accomplish much, so far as I have learned ; and brother 
Spencer, and Jacob Hontz were expelled from in Prussia, with- 
out a hearing, and are now at home. Our other missions are in as 
prosperous a condition asthe peculiar views, and traditions of the 
people will permit, and though in France and Germany the Govern- 
ments are disposed to hinder entirely the spread of the Gospel, still 
the brethren are carefully and quietly ing their way. 

_ [presume you have learned from the “ News,” or in letters from 
— family, that Indian Walker and his band have been some trou- 


lesome sinee last July, though quiet con- 


tinue so. In this affair several have 
much stock has been driven off. 
stre en and forts are t or 
he het 


ments, and we have began te make a wi 
around the City, with a suflicidit 


h, entirely 


and gates, which will prevent red and white depredators from pass- 
ing in and out without our knowledge. e 
Our this year’s. immigratiog have all arrived without encounter- 
ing any snow storms, and are mostly in good spirits, and generally 
ur crops have been a t, are for which 
the continued fine weather has been very favorable. Sal 


IN SYDNEY. 
_______ _ _______ ____ 


The wall on the north, west, and half of the south Mines of the 
Temple Block is read y for the coping stone “and iron railings; busi- 
ness generally both of a are and private nature isin a very pros- 
perous condition. 

The generel health continues to be good, ‘and the blessings of the 
Lord are extended to us in rich abundance. 

On the subject of gathering, you are aware that the spirit and 
word to scattered Israel is, ‘ come home to the vallies of the moun- 
tains, as fast as circumstances will permit.” 

Of course the Saints in New South Wales, and countries adjacent 
will wend their way here, at every. feasible opportunity, endeavour- 
ing, so far as possible, to land at San Diego, California, and those 
who prefer it, are at liberty to stop at San Bernardinno, the remain- 
der will continue their j journey into the settlements of Utah. 

Ever pleased te receive letiers from you, and the brethren abroad 
upon missions, and to give such counsel, from time to time, as the 
spirit may dictate, and praying that posperity ay attend on in 
faithfulness. 

I Remain, 
Your Brother in the Gos 7 el 
BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


Augusts Farnham, Sydney, New South Wales. 


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE. OF THE 
AUSTRALASIAN MISSION OF THE CHURCH OF 
JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS. HELD IN 
THE OLD ASSEMBLY ROOMS, KING-STREET, SYDNEY, 


APRIL 2np, 1854. 


Presidency of the Australasian Mission, 
AuGuUSsTUS FARNHAM. 
W. FLEMING... Frost. 
Travelling. Elders : 
James GraHAmM. Joun S. ExLpripae. Baxrer, 
Presidency of the Sydney Branch: 
JOHN JONES. 
Ross. .- Robert Evans, 
Elder Hows 1, President of the Newcastle Branch. 
Meeting opened by singing the 37th Hymn: 
“Let earth and heaven agree,’’ &c. 
Prayer. by Elder Robb. 
A Welch Hymn was sang by the Brethren from Newcastle : 
“ Edrychais i addewid Dduw,” &c. | 
Sang the 130th Hymn: 
“0, my Father, thou that dwellest,” &c. 
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President J. Jones then called the Meeting to order, and declared 
the Conference open for the transaction of business. 

It was moved, seconded, and carried— That Elder John Jones be 
the Clerk of the Confererice.”’ | 

It was moved, seconded, and carried—* That President Augustus 
Farnham preside at this Conference.” 

President Farnham rose and said, this is the Annual Conference, 
and the business we have to transact is important. If we were in 
the valley we should meet on the 6th, the day on which the Church 
was first organized, our circumstances being different, we are obliged 
to act a little different. You are aware:that one of my counsel So 
gone home, therefore the first Presidency here is not full, so it will 
be necessary that another be chosen to fill up the vacancy. On these 
matters we always get the voice of the people, the which, when it is 
united, is the voice of the Lord. Elder J. W. Fleming takes the 
place of Elder W. Hyde as my first Counsellor. 

President Farnham moved and President Fleming seconded, and 
it was carried— That Elder Burr Frost be appointed second Coun- 
sellor.” 

The President then remarked that he wished all who felt that this 
work was right to vote. with one heart and mind to sustain the 
Authorities thereof, inasmuch as you do so you will be sustained by 
our Father in heaven. I also repeat that which I said last Confer- 
ence, namely, that I want no hypocrites. Those who may feel that. 
they cannot vote in favour, I wish them to show on the contrary, and 
also to state their reasons. 

It was proposed, seconded, and carried, that we receive and sus- 
tain Elder Augustus Farnham as President of the Australasian 
Mission of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

It was proposed, seconded, and carried, that we receive and sus- 
tain Elders Josiah W. Fleming and Burr Frost as Counsellors to Pre- 
sident A. Farnbam. 

It was proposed, seconded, and carried, that we receive and sus- 
tain Elder John Jones as President of the Sydney Branch. toa 

It was proposed, seeonded, and carried, that we receive and sus- 
tain Elders William Robb and Robert Evans as Counsellors to Presi- - 
dent J. Jones. 

It was proposed, seconded, and carried, that we receive and sus- 
tain the First Presidency in Zion, Brigham Young, as President of 
the Church of Jesus Christ we ge the world, and as their Pro- 
phet, Seer, and Revelator, and, their Leader in Israel; and also 
receive and sustain Heber, C. Kimbal, and Willard Richards as. his 

Younsellors, and as Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. | 
It was proposed, seconded, and ‘carried, that we receive and sus- 
tain the oan of .twelve Apostles, who are the Travelling High 
Counsel of the Church. 


} 


It was moved, seconded, and carried, that we receive and sustain 
Father John Smith as the Patriarch of the Church in Zion. 

It was moved, seconded, and carried, that we receive and sustain 
all the Officers in the Church, in Zion, and throughout the world. 

President Farnham then rose and stated that he had two or three 
very disagreeable cases to present, yet they are such as must be 
attended to, however disagreeable they may be, otherwise every duty — 
will not be attended to, and without attending to every duty it is 
impossible to magnify our calling. Many will say that when they 


go astray it is not a voluntary act, but this is “ee _ It is true that 
e 


at the first they are led on by a seductive spirit. ought often to 
examine ourselves. If we do so, by the spirit of our Father he will 
not let us go astray. Some who were thought wise amongst us are 
gone astray, trampling their covénants under their feet, abusing the 

aints of God. name these that you may take warning thereby, 
and that you be not led by that seductive spirit. 

I will refer to one case that has come under observation in this 
place, and it will serve to illustrate many others. — 

About eleven weeks ago there was a brother who stood up in this 
lace and bore as faithful a testimony to the truth as it was possible 
or man to bear. But, alas! he began to absent himself from the 

meeting, then to lose confidence in the brethren, &c.; thus he went 
on from small things to greater, until he has run into trans- 


gression. | 
He then presented the case of John Baxter, and his wife Mari 


and charged them with unchristianlike conduct ; also, with abuse an 
contempt to the Authorities of the Church. | 

He also stated that they had been visited by the Elders and 
Teachers, whom they had insulted and abused. I will not submit to 
have my brethren or the authority ofthe Holy Priesthood, with which 
we are clothed, abused by any brother or sister. He that speaks 
against my brethren speaks against me, and against the servant of 
the Lord who sent me—against the Prophet Joseph, and the Angels 
that ministered unto him. Yes !,he spéaks against the Lord God. 

It was proposed, seconded, and carried, that the charge against 
Elder John Baxter, and his wife Maria, be sustained, and that they 


be cut off from the Church. _ , 

The President next presented the case of Richard Merchant, whom 
he charged with unchristianlike conduct. After he had explained the 
nature of the case, 

It was moved, seconded, and carried, that the charge against 
Richard Merchant be sustained, and that he be cut off from the 


Church. 
The President then presented the case of Elder William Baxter, 


who desired to give up his Mission. He had gone forth and come 
back again, and wished to withdraw and prepare for going to Zion. 
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? was moved, seconded, and carried, that he be allowed to 
withdraw. 

_ The President then stated that he had received instructions, in the 
Ninth General Epistle of the First Presidency, to open books for the 
Perpetual Emigration Fund for gathering the poor. Books will be 
opened at my office from this time for the purpose of receiving dona- 
tions to said fund. 

The President next called for the Elders’ Report, when Elder B. 
Frost rose and reported the Victoria Conference. There were in that 
Conference 34 Members, 5 Elders, 1 Seventy, 1 High Priest, and 
2 of the lesser Priesthood. ' 

In relation to Victoria, he would say that there had been preach- 
ing there before he went by Elder Wandell, who was a man of (iod. 
He was called away before he could do much good. Soon after going 
down I went up to a baptized two, and organized a Branch, 
Elder Cook presiding. I have also ordained three to the Priesthood, 
and have sent them to preach the Gospel in the Gold Mines. He 
also — the South Australian Conference as consisting of 47 
members. 

The President next called on Elder John 8. Hidridge for his Re- 

when he arose and said—My labours durigg the las} 3 months 

have been continued in the S.W. section, in company with Elder W. 
Baxter part of the time. Have visited Camden, Windsor, and Pen- 
rith; have held meetings and conversed with the peaple, trying to do 
all the good I could. Some are believing, others jnvestigaging, and 
there are those who rebel against the truth. The work is progress- 
ing slowly, yet I believe there will be a good work done in these 
places, but that will be when the people’s grasp in the things of this 
world is loosed. 

The President, at the request of Elder W. Howel, presented the 
Newcastle Branch, stating that it contained 13 members. One had 
been cut off for slander. He referred to his remarks at the Counsel 
Meeting on Friday night, that he would not associate with those who 
were continually abusing the priesthood, with those who manifested 
feelings of friendship and kindness it was quite different, but such 
as were obstinately rebellious they should be shunned. —— 

The President further said, that Paul counselled to be subject to 
the powers that be, and as the Saviour said many did err not under- 
standing the Scriptures, so I may say many do err not oe EET | 
the will of the Loni. ‘This will is not written : the Lord said, “ 
will write my law in their hearts.” Honor the counsel belonging to’ 
the Church that has been appointed by the first Presidency. This 
appointment cannot be set aside; it has also been confirmed by a 
vote of the Conference. The instructions of this counsel being sus- 
tained by the voice of the Conference, isthe voice of the Lord. 

Last Conference Elders were sent on Missions. Some went forth 
and came back again, and are back again; another went forth and 


| 


has come back again, and has taken to his old calling to get money 
to go by water.| I told them to cammence preaching at Liverpool, 
and to work in and out in the country, preaching at every place 
where there was an opening, and not to come back until called : thus 
they have been travelling the ground over two or three times with- 
out any necessity, injuring their bodies. It is not right that we 
should abuse or destroy our tabernacles. These last few weeks past 
[ have travelled much, and been weary often walking by day and 
preaching at night, but I have never travelled the same ground 
twice over without there being any necessity for it. ‘ 

If you should be appointed to a field of labor, go forth and fill 
that mission, trusting in the Lord, and never fail though you 
should die. | 

The appointments of the Elders will remain as at last Conference, 


- excepting Elder J. S. Eldridge, whom he should take to assist in the 


Hunter’s River District for a short time. 

Jt was proposed, seconded, and carried, that Elder J. S. Eldridge 
be sustained in his appointment to the Hunter’s River District. 

The President next reported the departure of the “ Julia Ann,” 


 barque, Commander Davis, having Mr. Pond (the owner) on board, 


which sailed from Newcastle on 22nd March, with a Company of 


‘Saints on hoard, bound for San Pedro. ‘The Company: numbered 
«souls. 7 


After the brethren were assembled on board, a Special Conference 
was called, when Elders Charles Stapley, sen., and Richard Allen 


were appointed Counsellors to Elder Wm. Hyde, who had charge of 


the company. 

Elder Charles Stapley, jun., was appointed officiating Elder, two 
Priests and Teachers were ordained, and counsel. and instruction 
given suited to their circumstances. | 

It is expected that another company will leave here next October. 
It is intended to gather up as many as are able to go, for the counsel 
from the first Presidency is that the Saints are to gather home as fast 
as they can, and those who are able are required to assist the poor. 
Out of this last company that has gone out I have had to call for 
(£240) two hundred and forty pounds, to assist. the poor, and there 


‘would be some poor to assist in the next company. 


The Welch brethren sang the 459th Hymn, Welch Collection. 
Sang 193rd Hymn: 7 

“‘ Redeemer of Israel, our only delight,” &c. 
Benediction, by Elder John Jones. | 
Conference adjourned until 3 P.M. 


‘Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, at 3 P.M. 
Sang the 253rd Hymn: | 

“ Go, ye of Glory,” &ec. 
Prayer, by Elder John 8. Eldrid 


ge. 


94 
} 
ih, 
iff 
| 
i 
| 
> 


the Gathering. 


95 


Sang the 53rd Hymn, Welsh Collection : 

_ “Ysbryd yr Arglywdd fel tan Sydd in Llosgi.” 
Sang the 29th Hymn: 

“ What was witnessed in the -heavens,”, &c. 

Elder J. W. Fleming addressed the Meeting. 
Sacrament was administered by Elder John Jones. | 
Brother Rees’ son and a sang a Welch song, composed on 
Sang the 96th Hymn: 

Lord, dismiss us_ with blessing.” 
Benediction, A. Farnham. 
adjourned until 7 P.M. 


—- - - 


Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, at 7 P.M 

Sang the 21st Hymn : 
| “ God moves. in a mysterious way.” 

Prayer, by Elder John Jones. 
Meeting addressed by Elder Burr Frost. : 
Sang the 274th Hymn: 

“Come to me, will ye come to the Saints that hive died ~ 
Benediction, by Elder J. Jones. 
Conference adjourned until the first — in July. 


Statistic of the past Twelve Months Liles. oe 73 


“Ordinations. | 


Sydney | 19 


| Victoria ....... | | Not correctly known. 


AUGUSTUS FARNHAM, P 
JOHN JONES, | 
54 
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THe Hus-anp-Cry; OR, WHERE ARE THE FALSE PROPHETS AND 
LYING SPIRITS THAT ARE DeEceIVING THE NarTIONs. 


(Continued from page 88.) 


Ir it was not for that thoughtless aud unaccountable serveillance 
before mentioned, this state of things would not be tolerated. It 
would be demanded of this hireling priesthood that they either preach 
the Bible or reject it altogether. That it may not be proved that 
that which we have written is a mere tissue of assertions, we 
shall now proceed to examine the Bible, and com it with the 
statements of these teachers of the last days, so that such as will 
behold it may see where the lying spirits are that are deceiving the 
nations of the earth. — 

We shall commence with the statement that the Holy Ghost was 
never given by the laying on of hands. Here we must request the 
reader to turn to his Bible and read;the folléwing passages :—Acts 8, 
17th verse; 19th . 6 Heb., 6,2; Gal 5,3; Deut. 34, 9. 

Again, there is the statements of Y. E. and B., who aver that 
the power and authority of the Apostleship was only conferred upon 
such as were ordained by Christ, and that that power and authorit 
nor the gifts of the Spirit were never intended to be perpetuated. 
Upon this subject we the to read the 
following :—Eph. 4, 11, 12, 13; r.12; Acts 2, 38, 39; 
Mark 16, 17, 18. 

Here we must solicit permission to ask afew questions. In the 
first place we would enquire: What ordinance appointed by the 
God of Heaven does not possess the virtue that He hath ordained to 
appertain thereunto?—And when the Scriptures of truth plainly 
state that by the laying on of the hands of the Apostles the Holy 
Ghost was given, what degree of learning, ability, or so-called piety 
will warrant a person to assert that it was not so? Again, when 
the Lord, through His Apostle, hath declared what organization He 
had set in His Church, the end for which they were appointed, viz., 
“ The work of the Ministry ;” the ’period until which they were a 

inted, “Till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the 
Scitation of the Son of God.” What must be the presumption of 
the person who, being — to teach the Bible and to contend for its 

ibility, who would venture to affirm, in the face-of this most 
unequivocal declaration, that the power and authority of the Apostle- 
ship was got intended to be perpetuated? Again, we would ask, 
where in the Seriptures do = extraordinary that they 
y to this authority ef the Holy Ghost ? 

e do not believe that the word extraordi is to be found be- 
tween ‘the lids of ‘the Bible. ‘We xxow it is nowhere to be found in 
connexion with the authority or gifts referred to. Why and by 
whom was it introduced? It was introduccd by.men that they might 


the better evade the plain declaration of truth. If these men’s 
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statements are true, it must be evident that Christ must have been 
wrong when he promised that “These signs should follow (all) them 
that believe,” &c.; and Peter also, when he said “ Repent and be 
baptized, and you shall receive the Holy Ghost, for the promise, is 
unto you and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our God shall call.” | ent 

Saint Paul must have partaken ry = the same spirit when he 
wrote: “God hath set in the church first apostles, secondly poopeats 
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of elpe, 
governments, diversities of tongues. Are all apostles ? are all pro- 
phets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? have all the gifts 
of healing ? do all interpret?’ Again “now hath God set the members 
every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him, and if they were 
all one member where were the body? But now are they many 
members but one body. And the eye cannot say unto the hand I have 
no need of thee, nor again the — to the foot I have no need of you.” 
The apostle, in this chapter, not Fy shows the necessity of a per- 
fect organization for the formation of a body, but alse shows the ab- 
solute necessity of an harmonious operation of each for the heal- 
thy and efficient action thereof, which is pungently expressed in 
that graphic sentence, “ That there might be no schism in the body.” 
He sums up the whole by a positive declaration that the chureh 
was the body of Christ and that no one might mistake any other or- 
ganizatjon for the body or church of Christ, he sets forth the nature 
of the organization thereof as cited above. Here are three testimo- 
nies, Christ, Peter, and Paul, each authorized by the great God of 
heaven and earth, against it we have the testimonies of thousands of 
secterian priests. Who are we to believe,God or man? We say with 
the same apostles let God be true, though it even should go to prove 
all men liars, 

Having shown that in reference to the organization of the church 
of Christ and the gifts of the Holy Ghost, the Pib!e is aganst the Sec- 
tarian world, we shall now examine whether they have any true 
foundation in the scriptures of truth for the accusations of false pro- 
phets and lying spirits, which they so vehemently cry against the 
servants of God in these days. 7 

It must ‘be evident to all that it is of little consequence (save to 
themselves) by what name they call the Saints, if they cannot prove 
them w of such epithe from the Scripture and from their 
conduct. Their calling them false, lying, &c., will not prove them to 
be so. It cannot affect them otherwise than as the Saviour hath 
promised, when he said “Blessed are ye when men persecute ‘you, 
and say all manner of evil ny ie you falsely for my name’s sake, 
for great is your reward in the Kingdom of Heaven.;” but-it will .be 
WOE, WOE with them if they are found bearing false witness, fer’ 
their portion will be with dogs and sorcerers and whoremongers and 
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 


| 
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The first passage we shall refer to is recorded in the 24th chapter 
of Matthew, from the 21st to the 28th verses. 

In the passage referred to we observe, firstly, that Christ was to 
come a second time to the earth; secondly, that before His second 
coming there should arise persons professing to be Christ, who should 
dwell upon the earth, born in the usual course, and that they should 
perform great signs and wonders for the purpose of enforcing their 
pretensions ; thirdly, that when Christ should appear he should come 
not from the earth but from heaven, and that preceding and accom- 
panying His second advent there should be great tribulations and 
earthquakes such as was not since the creation until this day, no nor 
never shall be. 

Now if we should satisfactorily prove that neither Joseph Smith 
nor the Church deny the second coming of Christ, but contend earn- 
estly for the doctrine in the strictly literal sense thereof, to be fulfilled 
in the way and manner stated in the Bible, and that Joseph Smith 
nowhere assumed to be Jesus Christ, neither does the Church any- 
where represent him as sach, and that so far from giving great signs 
to enforce his authority or diffuse the principles of the Everlasting 
Gospel, he positively condemns such as seek for signs, and also 
that they believe that preceding and accompanying the revelation of 
Jesus Christ there will be tribulations, wars, famines, pestilences 
and great and awful convulsions of the world, we shall then feel 
assured that no honest person will continue to apply these passages 
to the Prophet of God, Joseph Smith, or the servants of the Lord 
ordained to the holy priesthood by and through the authority com- 
mitted unto him. 

We shall now proceed to make some quotations from the Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants, and that they may appear to better advan- 


tage we shall place them in juxta position with passages from the 


Bible on the same subject. 


Acts, Ist chap., 9 to 11 verse.—‘* While 
they (the disciples) beheld, he (Christ) was 
taken up, and acloud received him out of 
their sight. And while they looked stead- 
fastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, 
two men stood by them in white apparel : 


which also said, Ye men of Galilee why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven P This same 


Jesus, which is‘taken up from you into 


heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 


have seen him go into heaven.” 
Acts 3, 19 to 21.— * When the times of 


refreshing shall come from the presence of 


the Lord, he shall send Jesus Christ which 
before was preached unto you, whom the 
heavens must receive until the times of the 
restitution of all things spoken by the mouths 
of all His holy prophets since the world be 
gan.” 


Doctrine and Covenants, section 10, p. 2. 
—‘* And they have done to the Son of Man 
even as they listed, and He has taken His 
power on the right hand of his glory, and now 
reigneth in the heavens, and will reign until 
he descends on earth to put all enemies 
under his feet.” Sec. 108, p. 5: —** Behold 
the Lord hath sent forth the angel crying in 
the midst of heaven, saying prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
for the hour of His coming is nigh, when 
the Lamb shall stand upon Mount Zion, 
* © © © Wherefore prepare ye for the 
coming of the Bridegroom. * * * # 
And the Lord, even the Saviour, shall stand 
in the midst of His people, and shall reign 
over all flesh.” 

Doctrine and Covenants, section 10, p. 2 : 
—‘*Por the hour is nigh, and that which 
was spoken by mine aposties must be ful- 
filled ; for as they spoke so shall it come to 
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Matthew, 24.h chap., 23, 26 ver.—** And 
if any man shall sey anto you, Lo, here is 
Christ, or there, believe it not. Wherefore 
if they shall say anto you, Behold, he is in 
the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in 
the secret chambers; believe it not.” 27th 
verse: —“ For as the lightning eometh 
out of the east, and shiueth even unto the 
west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man 
be.”’ 


Matthew, 24th ch., 24th v.—** For there 
shall arise false Christs and false prophets, 
and shall shew great signs and wonders ; 
insomuch that, if it were possible” they shail 
deceive the very elect.” 

Mark, 13th ch., 220d v.—Says 
“that they sball Snew signs and 
the very purpose of seduciog.”’ 

Il Thes., 3ad ch,, 4, 9 verses.—‘* Who 
opposeth and exhalteth himself above all 
that is called God; or that is worshipped, so 
that he as God siteth in the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God; whose com- 
ing is after the working of Satan, with all 
power and signs and lying wonders,” 


expressly, 
wonders for 


Matthew, 24th ch,, 2ist, 22nd v.—** For 
then shall be great tribulations, such as w 
not from the beginning of the world to this 
time, no nor never should be. And except 
those days should be shortened there should 
no flesh be saved, but for the elect’s sake 
those days should be shortened.” 29, 30: 
‘— * Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days shall the sun be darkened, and 
the moon shall not give her light, and the 
atars shall fall from heaven, and the powers 
of the heavens shall be shaken ; and then 
shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
the heavens: and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son 
of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.” See Mark, 13th 
chapter, 19, 20, 24, 25, 26 verses. 


tremble.” 


pass; for I will reveal myself from heaven 
with power and great glory, with all the 
hosts thereof, val dwell in righteousness 
with men on the earth a thousand years, and 
the wicked shall not stand.” 
Dec. and Cov., sec. 65, p. 4:—“ And 
in, verily I say unto you, that the Son of 
an cometh not in the form of a woman, 
neither of a man travelling 6n the earth : 
wherefore be not deceived, but continue in 
steadfastness, looking forth for the heavens 
to be shaken, and the earth to tremble, and 
to reel to and froas a drunken man; and 
for the valleys to be exhalted; and for the 
mountains to be made low; and for the 
rough places to become smooth: and all 
this when the angel shall sound his trump.” 
Doc. and Cov., sec. 16, p. 4: —** Where- 
fore beware lest ye are deceived, and that ye 
be not deceived seek earnestly the best gifis, 
always remembering for what they are 
given; for verily L say anto you, they are 
given for the benefit of those who love me 
and keep my commandments, aod bim that 
seeketh to do so, that all may be benefitted 
that seeketh or asketh of me, that asheth 
and not for a sign that he may consume it 
upon his lust.” Sec. 20, p.3:-—** Faith 
cometh not by signs, but signs follow them 
that believe. Yea, signs come by faith, 
unto mighty works, for without faith no 
man pleaseth God: and with whom God is 
angry he is not well pleased; whereforr, 
voto such he sheweth no signs, only in wrath 
unto their condemnation.” P.2:—** He 
that seeketh signs, shall see signs, but not 
upto ion.” 


aD sec, 14, p.5 Hearken 
ye, for, behold, the great day of the Lord 
is at hand. For the day cometh that the 
Lord shall utter His voice out of heaven ; the 
heavens shall sheke and the earth shail 
See, 15, p. 6:—** And it shall 
come to pass thet he thet feareth me shall be 
looking forth for the great day of the Lord 
te come, even for the signs of the coming of 
the Son of Man: and they shall see sigos 
and wonders, for they shall be shown forth 
in the heavens above, and in the earth be- 
neath ; and they’shali behold blood and fire, 
and vapours of smoke; and before the day 
of the Lord shall come the sun shall be 
darkened, and the moon shall be turned 
into bleod, and the stars fall from heaven ; 
and the remnant shal! be gathered unto this 
place, and then they shall look for me, and, 
behold, I will come; and they shall see me 
in the clouds of heaven, clothed with power 
and great glory, with all the holy angels; 
and he that watcheth not for me shall be cut 
off.” P.8:~—** Then shall the arm of the 
Lord fall upon the nations, and then shall 
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the Lord set his foot upon the mount, and it 
shail cleave in twain, and the earth shall 
tremble, and reel to and fro, and the heavens 


and they that have watebed for isiquity shai 
be hewn down and cast into the fire.” Sco 
sec. 10, p. 4, 5; aleo .08, p. 1, 5. 

From the above comparison of the testimonies of Christ and His 
Apostles with the records of the Prophet Joseph Smith in relation to 
the second advent of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, it must be 
evident to every person that the several testimonies are one in their 
nature and character, and that so far as the belief of the Church 
upon this most important subject is concerned, it must be evident to 
every candid person that when the hireling may of these days 
apply these passages to the founder (speaking after the manner of the 
world) of this chureh, 0 to any or all its office-bearers, they must be 
either “ awfully ignorant or wilfully wicked.” 


But it is well for us that the Saviour has in another place given us 
ay. infallible rule by which we may know who are the false prophets. 
In the record of Matthew, ch. 7, verses 15, 20, we read— Beware 
of false prophets, which come unto you. in sheep’s ae but in- 
wardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. 


_ Do men gather grapes off thorns, or figs off thistles? Even so eve 


good tree bringeth forth good fruit ; but a corrupt tree bringeth fort 
evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire. Wherefore, by 
their fruits ye shall know them.”’ 

That we may understand distinctly what is hear meant \by the 
simile of tree and fruit, we shall refer to the 15th chapter ot John's 
record, verses 2, 3, 7, t0 10. We there read—“I am the true vine, 
my father is the husbandman. Every branch that beareth not fruit 
he taketh away, and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it 
that it may bring forth more fruit. New ye are clean through the 
word I have spoken-unto you. If ye abide in me and my words in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein 
is my father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my 
disciples. As the father hath loved me, so have I loved you: con- 
tinue in my love. If ye keep (all) my commandments ye shall abide 
in my love: even as I have kept (all) my father’s commandments, 
and abide in his love.” 

_ Matthew 7, 13,14, 21, 24.—“ Enter into the straight gate, for wide 
is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 


many there be which go in thereat: because straight is the gate, and 
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narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life. Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he 
that doeth the will of my father, which is'in heaven. Wherefore 
whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will 
liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock ; and 
every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, 
shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the 
sand.” From the above quotations it will be evident that such as 
abide in the organization, ordinances, and doctrines of Christ, will 
abide in him, and that whatsoever they shall ask, they shall receive : 
—That is, they should receive revelation from God ; and that such as 
did not receive the mind of the Lord, not being appointed by him 
through the law of revelation, and not observing his ordinances and» 
covenants, were not his servants, and that all their assumptions to be 
so were false, their ministrations a delusion, their end destruction. 
We would here request the reader to turn to the 24th chapter of 
Isaiah, and there behold the graphic description of this present gene- 
ration with their no-revelation hireling priesthood, and the awful 
déstruction that awaits them. We would beseech all men every- 
where—priest and people—te listen to the voice of the God of heaven 
as made known to them through his servant, the Prophet Joseph, 
who was called and ordajned of God to bring in the Dispensation of 
the fulness of times, and who has organized the Church upon the 
foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief 
corner-stone,—he having re-established the law, ordinances, and 
covenants of the Gospel. We beseech them to repent and to be 
baptised for the remission of their sins; and to all such as do obey, 
we say, ye shall receive the Holy Ghost, by the laying on of the 
hands of the servants of God: for “The Lord is the same to-day, 
yesterday, and for ever: with him there is no variableness nor shadow 
of a turning.” 


We shall next proceed to take a view of the passage in 2 Peter, 
2nd ch., 1—“ But there were false prophets among the peeple, even as 
there shall be false teachers among you, who privily bring in damna- 
ble heresies, even denying the Lord that brought them, and bring 
upon themselves swift destruction.” 


It is thought quite ag wey ed the teachers of the day, merely to 
cite this, and no sooner done than all the faithful of their flock swal- 
low it down as a precious morsel, and esteem it an all-powerful anti- 
dote to Mormonism ; and so childishly imbecile are they that they do 
not for one moment think that it has any other application than that 
given to it by the persons they pay tothink for them; not for one 
moment do they think that instead of applying to the Mormons, that 
it has not the remotest reference to them, but that it is a perspicuous 
yet most forcible Sonetiption of their own priestcraft and erroneous 
doctrines. All the bona fide servants of God, called of Him as Aaron 
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was, did not come in the capacity of teachers, but as authoritative 
messengers or prophets bearing the word of the Lord. Now in the 
passage referred to, we hear not of persons professing to come in the 
name of the Lord, but of such as should presume to no higher autho- 
rity than teachers—teachers for veer “ Through covetousness 
they were to make merchandise of the people ;” their doctrines were 
to be inconsistent with the word of God, even denying the second 
coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Yea they should scoff 
at the very idea of such a doctrine, and cry out as these last day 
teachers do. Where is the promise of his coming? “for since the 
fathers fell asleep ail things continue as they were from the begin- 
ning of creation.” But “this they willingly are ignorant of, that 
by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing 
out of the waters and in the water: whereby the world, that then 
was being overflowed with water, perished; but the heavens and the 
earth which are now, by the same word, are kept in store, reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 
But beloved be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” 
“The day of the Lord will come (upon the unbelieving and disobe- 
dient) as a thief in the night: in which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the 
earth also, and the works that are thereon, shall be burned up.” 

From the foregoing it will be manifest that those who cry false 
prophets when the passage reads false teachers, must, to say the least 
of it, not be very consistent. And that this passage cannot in any 
way be made to apply to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints must be evident from the fact that its Ministers do not come 
forth as teachers for the purpose of merely changing opinions with 
mankind, but they assume to be the authoritative messengers or pro- 
phets of God, bearing God’s message to this generation to turn their 
hearts to the fathers, that they may thus prepare for the coming 
of the Son of Man when he shall be revealed asecond time unto 
salvation, and that so far from making merchandise of the people by 
teaching for hire or divining for money, they; are sent forth without 
purse or scrip, and whether they are housed, fed, or not, it is their 
duty to lift up the warning voice and call upon the people to repent 
and obey the Gospel; and if they should fail in so doing God will 
require the blood of that people at their hands, and so consistent are 
they in their organizations, laws, ordinances, and doctrines with the 
word of God, that not one passage thereof can be successfully cited 
against them. 

Now until these man made teachers who possess al] the advan- 
tages that rank, education, ability, and influence can command, have 
from the word of God, the Bible, shown that the doctrines of the 
Saints are false, their authority a mere assumption, and that they 
are the bona fide servants of God, called, as Aaron was, and that 
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their organizations, laws, ordinances, and doctrines are such as be- 
long to the Chureh or Kingdom of God as laid down in the Bible 
of divine truth; let them then cease their cry of false prophets 
against the servants of God, and humble themselves in prayer, and 
thus seek wisdum of the Lord, who gives liberally to all, and up- 
braideth not. | 

Here we would just mention that we could name some few in this 
city who stand nearly at the top of the pinacle of fame who have 
read the ** Kingdom of God” and ‘The Divine Authenticity of the 
Book of Mormon” more than 18 months ago, and yet the publie 
have not heard a word from them exposing the arguments therein 
advanced. We shall allow them or the public to assign a reason for 
their silence. 

(TO BE. CONTINUED.) 


THE MORMONS.-~ (From Chambers’ Repository of Tracts, No. 53.) These pecple are 
not to be despised, nor too much taunted with the impositions or irregularities of their 
founders; for whatever may have been the moral state of Mormon society in times past, ac- 
cording to all reliable testimony, great improvement has been for along while going on, 
and is sufficient to justify us in the belief, that in regard to the few peculiarities of conduct 
which demand our reprehension, there will eventually be a decided and permanent refor= 
mation. Their successful examplification of a great social principle —the principle of con- 


cert in employments, and its distribution of the products of their industry, along with the * 


many solid and generous virtues which are daily manifested by their daily lives and con- 
versation—may fairly be considered proof of a large preponderous of worth, sufficient to 
overbalance the few admitted sins they may be guilty of ; and considering there is no society 
in which there is 80 little habitual crime aad misery, and so large an amount of general 
comfort and well being,the Mormon policy may be said to be admirably suited to the people 
under it, and to answer all the ends for which it has been constituted. As a plan for ob- 
taining the aggregate result of single efforts, is the best social and industria) experiment 
that has yet been tried on any considerable scale. Summed up in the words of one of the 
Mormon writers—a man of no indifferent learning and ability—it is a policy intended to 
enable and induce “ each person to operete at what and where he can do best, and with al] 
his might ; being subject to the council of those above him.” In an enterprize so nobly 
philosophical and judicious, no unprejudiced or discerning mind can wish them anything 
bul a continued and prolonged success. 


GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 


We have received another large supply of the standard works from 
Liverpool, copies of which may be had at our office, No. 9, Parra 
matta-street. We particularly call the attention of our readers to a 
new work, entitled “ Biographical Sketches of Joseph Smith, the 
Prophet, and his progenitors for many generations.” We would 
earnestly recommend this li‘tle work to all, and especially the Saints, 
{n it they will find both facts and dates connected with his own life, 
and that of his progenitors, that will be a sufficient refutation to all 
the lies put forth by the pulpit and press in relation to them. 

We are frequently receiving intelligence’ from the Valley. We 
have inserted a letter received from President. B. Young, which, we 
have no doubt, will be interesting to our readers. 
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